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Normative Constraints on the Act of Protesting in Ireland 

The current European Value Survey data suggests that Irish people are no 
different to their European counterparts in terms of tolerance and support of 
protest behaviour, on the ground the differences are palpable. The media 
constantly question the lack of protest here, citing Greece, France and the UK as 
places where protest is normalized. I want to know why its not so here.  

Building on the analysis of Klandermans and Van Steklenburg into collective 

action I suggest that the cultural background on which protest takes place, far 

from being merely a stage, is a third variable worth further consideration. The 

normative landscape present within a specific culture along with the 

psychological impact it has on a people will form the basis of my research. I will 

be examining the barriers to collective action in Ireland.  

Witnessing what others do in given situations as well as communicated 

values in the absence of direct observation act to influence others in a society. 

The influence of group norms on inhibiting or guiding appropriate behaviour is 

context, time, and group specific. Conformity to social norms may inhibit or 

exacerbate behaviour as people conform to group pressure.. I hypothesis that 

there is an Irish norm which inhibits group action against Authority.  

The issues of oppression through apparatus of the state is of interest to 
psychology now as much as ever. How this came to be and continues to operate 
requires examination of basis of norms and values situated within a specific 
cultural context. This protest research  will focus both on macro and micro level 
analysis as well as the meso level ecological structures that brought us as a 
nation to this point in time. This culture is influenced and shaped by the 
historical structural underpinnings of oppression and patriarchy, which have 
been shown to imbue psychological patterns of inferiority and helplessness. 
Utilising Moanes (2003) integrated framework developed to explain the unique 
post colonial and patriarchal mechanisms that control through oppressive social 
conditions. These systems work to maintain control by concentrating power and 
resources at the top of hierarchically organized systems. As the church has been 
a dominant power within Irish culture since the inception of the State the 
normative behaviour associated with Irish Catholic identity and how that serves 
to maintain oppressive power structures.  With the relative decline in Church 
power in the last few decades came another form of deference, to the political 
powers.  
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My research will focus on the effects of group identity and its shaping of people 
within Irish society, my research will examine the relationships between catholic 
identity and collective action against authority, I believe that those who identify 
strongly with this religious identity will be more negatively inclined towards 
protest action. 


