
Catholicism in Crisis  CIISN Abstract Submission 

1 
 

Darragh McCashin, H.Dip. Scholar 

Psychology, Trinity College Dublin  

mccashid@tcd.ie 

 

Compartmentalisation theory 

A Facebook fan page can get millions of fans in one day, yet a young person’s charity cannot get 
their target audience to read their mission statement. The increasing issues of concern that are child 
abuse (and for a previous generation in Ireland, clerical child abuse) and child pornography has no 
forum for young people in Ireland, but Facebook has over 40,000 fans of a ‘Not Being in Josef Fritzl’s 
Family’. Why? 

A theory of compartmentalisation for social scientists refers to the identification and study of the 
processes of sociological progressions which have facilitated the increased capacity of the most 
recent generation to culturally label and digest social phenomena (compartmentalise), with positive 
and negative effects. Recent social scientists have concerned themselves with studies of 
globalisation, identity, informational-technological, and media and cultural studies. However, all 
such areas are in a race to ‘catch up’ on the past ten years. Therefore, compartmentalisation theory 
is needed largely because of the mass change occurring, primarily in online world, and in the media 
realm. A qualitative study of the effects on young people of a successful global television show (The 
Hills) is offered to demonstrate the paradoxical effects of young people in society to 
compartmentalise their social reality, as well as to illustrate the complex subtleties which occur 
today in a multi-platformed media environment. A further demonstration of this is observable with 
the uncovering of clerical sex abuse scandals in Ireland, via the Ryan Report and its subsequent 
situation (or lack thereof, as it seems) in youth culture.  

It is clear that developing an understanding of these processes is crucial to effective inter-
generational communications, policy-making, and preventing social problems. Arguably, 
compartmentalisation theory contributes to explaining the ineffectiveness of many governmental 
and other such campaigns due to the absence of knowledge because of the sheer speed of techno-
societal change. The call for a framework and working space that is being initially termed 
‘compartmentalisation theory’ is an early stage endeavour based on the highly specific case studies 
above. Additionally, it hopes to encourage the social sciences to work within this frame with further 
studies of this nature.  
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