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 European Value Survey found no significant 

difference between Irish respondents and their 

European neighbours in terms of their attitudes 

towards protest. 

 But there does seem to be a difference on the 

ground….. 



Historical 

Effects

Maybe a people is 

something that is 

supposed to be inconstant 

in form



Culture

 Culture is a reserve that we draw from to make 
sense of reality rather than a “rigid determinant of 
our social being” Reszler, 1992

 Dr. Geraldine Moane (2004) Post colonial patterns of 
inferiority and helplessness 

 Moane notes that exclusion of groups and peoples 
from having their voices heard, in particular 
restriction on assembly also forms part of post 
colonial political landscapes 



Reoccurring patterns of 

 Powerlessness:

 Frustration:

 lack of a cognitive 

alternative :

 Anger 

 „Its pointless, changes 

nothing‟

 „I wont bother voting‟

 „Shur‟ they‟re all the same 

anyway‟

 *unprintable*



IdentitiesGroups Attitudes

Macro Level 

Micro Level 



Differing cultures giving rise to „different 

mental universes‟ (Triandis, 1989) 

Actions signal proficiency at group 

membership



Understanding groups

Traditional psychological 
paradigm

Individual level of analysis

 Individual differences 

paradigm

 Recent social cognition 

research

Social identity approach

Groups affect individuals!

 Definitions of self as 
group members

 Social interactions as 
group members

 Individual psychology a 
product of group life



 Social identity theory (SIT)

Tajfel (1978), Tajfel & Turner (1979)

 Behaviour can be represented on a 

bipolar continuum:

Interpersonal 

behaviour

Intergroup 

behaviour

“when we behave in terms of our social identity we act on 

the basis of beliefs, norms and values associated with that 

industry” (Reicher, 2004). 

Personal identity
Social identity

Self-concept

Self Categorisation Theory (Turner 1982)

Behavioural continuum



Tajfel (1978), p. 41

“It is impossible to imagine an interaction between two 

people which will not be affected, at least to some 

degree, by their assignments of one another to a 

variety of social categories about which some 

general expectations concerning their characteristics 

and behaviour exist…”



Group Norms

Differing groups are 

associated with different 

group norms, when 

behaving in line with 

group norms people 

signal their proficiency at 

being a group member.

All collective action is 

group behaviour, and 

must be understood from 

that perspective



Norms

 Social Norms are customary rules of behaviour that 

co-ordinate our interactions with others. Once a 

particular behaviour becomes established as a rule it 

continues to enforce because we prefer to conform 

to the rule given the expectation that others will do 

so also

 They play a regulative role in human behaviour



Descriptive & Prescriptive

A normative expectation is what we would expect 

another to do, an „ought‟ to do in that given situation

When a norm is followed what one ought to do and 

what one actually does are in alignment, this the 

norm is „normal‟ of typical behaviour in a given 

situation.  

The presence and adherence to both produce 

compliance with the norm. (Xiao & Bicchieri, 2009) 



Consider…



How do norms constrain us?

Sham
e

Guilt

Embarrassment





Controlling for individual 

differences

Authoritarianism

Submission 

Conventionalism  

Aggression 



Prevalence of the group „Irish Catholics‟

Irish Population

Catholics

Others



Group Norms within 

Ireland

The normative expectations associated with being an 

Irish Catholic point to collective action frames being 

in existence historically. 

 Submission

 Traditionalism

 Deference to Authority



Hiding in plain 

sight

 Stevenson & Muldoon (2010) note the banality of the 
ideology of specific parts of national identity, such is 
noted in  the proliferation of religious iconography in 
Ireland.

 In the European Values Survey (EVS 2008) sample 28% 
of people felt being a catholic was „Very Important‟ in 
terms of their identity as Irish, more than twice as 
important as language. (13%)

 the EVS (2008) found evidence that Irish people were 
„more inclined towards religion‟ than their European 
counterparts  



What ARE the norms associated with 

being an Irish Catholic?

 How do these norms act to constrain or motivate 
behaviour? 

 Are attitudes towards collective action rooted in these 
group identities?

Our research question concerns how group norms 
referencing protest impact individuals attitude and 
behaviour in the Irish cultural context. Specifically 
we apply social psychological principles to analyze 
the influence of group memberships on individual’s 
evaluations of protest



Methodology 

Superordinate Identity

Individual 

Attitudes



Priming Group identity

Group 
Identity

• Norms

• Strength of 
Identity

Attitudes 
towards 
Protest

• Efficacy 

• Normative

Assess the variation in attitudes towards protest as a function 

of strength of in-group identification



Irish 

Protestants

Irish Catholics

Attitudes



Attitudes

Low level 
Idenitifiers

Medium

High level 
Idenitifers

National 

Identity

Religious 

Identity



Disentangling the National context 

Irish 
Catholics

Scottish 

Catholics

Attitudes
National 

or 

Religious

Identity



That‟s all for now…..


