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Characterized by the public intervention 
of religion in the undifferentiated 
public sphere of civil society.
Casanova, 1994: 217.

Along with the decline of subsistence-
type household economies and the 
eventual emergence of national 
markets, a parallel development 
establishing the privacy of economic 
markets takes place. Benhabib, 1996: 
91.



Casanova (1994)

Public interventions of religion in the 
public sphere...can on longer be 
viewed simply as anti-modern 
religious critiques of modernity.

In other words, they are immanent 
critiques of particular forms of 
modernity from a modern religious 
point of view. (221-2)



Other objectives of the ACP
1. Full implementation of the vision and 

teaching of the Second Vatican 
Council, with special emphasis on:

* the primacy of the individual 
conscience.

* the status and active participation 
of all the baptised.

* the task of establishing a Church 
where all believers will be treated 
as equal.

2. A redesigning of Ministry in the 
Church, in order to incorporate the 
gifts, wisdom and expertise of the 
entire faith community, male and 
female.

3. A re-structuring of the governing 
system of the Church, basing it on 
service rather than on power, and 
encouraging at every level a culture 
of consultation and transparency, 
particularly in the appointment of 
Church leaders.

4. A culture in which the local bishop 
and the priests relate to each other 
in a spirit of trust, support and 
generosity.

5. A re-evaluation of Catholic sexual 
teaching and practice that 
recognizes the profound mystery of 

6. Promotion of peace, justice and 
the protection of God’s creation 
locally, nationally and globally.

7. Recognition that Church and 
State are separate and that 
while the Church must preach 
the message of the Gospel and 
try to live it authentically, the 
State has the task of enacting 
laws for all its citizens.

8. Liturgical celebrations that use 
rituals and language that are 
easily understood, inclusive and 
accessible to all.

9. Strengthening relationships with 
our fellow Christians and other 
faiths.

10. Full acceptance that the Spirit 
speaks through all people, 
including those of faiths other 
than Christian and those of no 
religious faith, so that the 
breath of the Spirit will flow 
more freely.



ACP statements
• One of the drafters, Tony Flannery, told 

RTÉ News that a tension and a distance had 
developed between the two groups as a 
result of the management of allegations of 
clerical child sexual abuse. (RTE News, 
30/9/2010)

• I hope the ACP gets a fair wind. It will 
probably need it. And it will need to take the 
tide of coming events. Like the coming of 
the 'Vatican visitors' in the autumn which 
offers an opportunity not just to influence 
their deliberations but to claim a significant 
media profile. (Brendan Hoban, Western 
People, 8/8/2010)



ACP statements

There are thousands of priests in parishes all 
over Ireland working, day in and day out, at 
the coalface of the Catholic Church. Some of 
them have long years of experience and 
have a wisdom hewn out of a deep reflection 
on that experience. 

They have things to say, things that need to 
be said, but they have no one to give them a 
platform or a voice at a time when religious 
practice is declining, vocations are in 
freefall and the authority of the Catholic 
Church is diminishing.



Talal Asad (2003)

Only religions that have accepted the 
assumptions of liberal discourse are being 
commended, in which tolerance is sought on 
the basis of a distinctive religion between 
law and morality. (183)

The investment people have in particular 
arguments…relates to the kind of person 
one has become, and wants to continue to 
be. In other words, there is no public sphere 
of free speech at an instant. (184; italics in 
original)
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Marston et al. (2005)

Mainstream accounts of scale are 
inadequate because they seek “a 
foundational hierarchy - a verticality 
that structures the nesting so central 
to the concept of scale, and with it, the 
local-to-global paradigm.” (419)



Marston et al. (2005)

It is bound to reproduce a small–large 
imaginary and with that, pre-
configured accounts of social life that 
hierarchize spaces of economy and 
culture, structure and agency, 
objectivity and subjectivity, and 
cosmopolitanism and parochialism; and 
it cannot deliver engaged and self-
reflexive accounts of social life. (422)



Domain separation “presupposes a moral and 
political epistemology; this in turn justifies 
an implicit separation between the public 
and the private of such a kind that leads to 
the silencing of the concerns of certain 
excluded groups.” Benhabib, 1999: 82 

A universalist public sphere “forms the basis 
of justification for a secular state that no 
longer depends on religious legitimation. 
And this in turn makes the separation of 
state and church possible at the institutional 
level in the first place.” Habermas, 2008: 
120.



Conclusion

• Analyses of secularisation processes 
need a contingency across scales that 
they currently do not have. 

• Sequestering the religious to the 
private analytically and politically 
“cannot deliver engaged and self-
reflexive accounts of social life.” 
(Marston et al.)


